
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

Poetry. 

THE THANKFUL HEART. 

Dull moods are ours when low and dim 
About us clings the brooding mist; 

No heart have we for lifted hymn, 
No eye for hills of amethyst, 

No feeling of the dear blue sky 
And steadfast stars that burn above- 

Dull moods, when coward fears draw nigh 
And clutch the tender arm of love. 

But these are as the passing cloud 
Against the splendor of the sun. 

So thick our Father's mercies crowd, 
So swift to us his angels run. 

His table in the wilderness 
Before our foes is daily spread. 

And in our time of sore distress 
We still have Christ, the living bread. 

Bright mornings wake with lilt of lark 
And light that flushes all the way. 

Sweet evenings pale to sheltering dark, 
For Heaven has watched us all the day. 

And rough or smooth the pilgrim land 
Is safe for us who walk this road ; 

Ay, grasping firm the Father's hand, 
And, thankful, faring home with God. 

—Margaret E. San/>ster 

Contributions. 

THE MOSAIO COVENANT ABOLISHED. 

J. D. M'FADEN. 

The Mosaic covenant was not perfect, 
hence was not to be perpetual. Moses 
gives us some intimation of this. "The 
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken." See Deut. 18 : 15-19 Now 
turn to the New Testament. On the 
Mount of Transfiguration a voice was 
heard saying, "This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him." 
Matt. 17:5. Looking up, the disciples 
saw no man but Jesus only. Moses and 
Elias who represented the law and the 
prophets had disappeared, Deut. 18, and 
Matt. 17, teach us that Christ is su- 
preme. The Mosaic disappeared and the 
Christian stands complete. 

Hut it is not merely intimated but plain- 
ly stated that the old would be done 
away. The people broke their promises 
and God became disgusted with their 
formality. "Iking no more vain obla- 
tions ; incense is an abomination unto 
me ; the new moons and Sabbaths, the 
calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 
Your new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth 5 they are a trouble 
unto me ; I am weary to bear them.    Isa. 
1 : 13, 14. Jeremiah says, "The Lord 
has caused the solemn feasts and Sab- 
baths  to be forgotten in  Zion."    Lam. 
2 : 6.    Hosea says : "I will also cause all 

her mirth to cease, her feast days, her 
new moons, a.nd her Sabbaths, and all her 
solemn feasts/'    Hos. 2:11. 

These words are plain. They must 
mean something. I believe the Lord 
means what he says, and he says it plain 
enough to understand. Turn again to the 
prophet. "Behold, the days come saith 
the Lord, that I will make a new cove- 
nant with the house of Israel, and with 
the house of Judah." This new covenant 
was to be new and not the old one warm- 
ed over. "Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day 
that I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt, which my 
covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them saith the Lord."   Jer. 

3I: 31. 32- 
Moses said there would be another 

prophet to hear. He and Elias gave way 
to him. The Lord said these old things 
were to be abolished and a new covenant 
would be made. I do not want to rest 
my salvation on what Moses himself repu- 
diates. I take what the Lord has estab- 
lished. 

Let us see what the great apostle says 
upon the subject. He received his Gos- 
pel direct from Christ. He who preach- 
es any other Gospel should be accursed. 
Gal. 1:8. He said Christ, who broke 
down the middle wall of partition between 
Jew and Gentde, abolished in his flesh 
the enmity, even the law of command- 
ments contained in ordinances ; for to 
make in himself of twain one new man, 
so making peace." Eph. 2 : 15. The 
law of the commandments contained in 
ordinances was abolished by Christ, "In 
the body of his flesh through death." 

Col. 1 : 22. 

He is teaching the same thing when he 
tells the Colossians that ordinances were 
nailed to the cross. "Blotting out the 
hand writing of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross; and having spoiled principalities 
and powers, he made a show of them 
openly, triumphing over t them in it." 
That he is talking against the Mosaic law, 
or the commandments contained in ordi- 
nances is clear, for he says, "Let no man 
therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, 
or in respect of an holy day, or of the new 
moon, or of the Sabbath days, which are 
a shadow of things to come ; but the body 
is of Christ." Col. 2 : 14-17. Christ has 
come, the shadow has gone, and I am 
free from the law of sin and death. 

Again Paul says to the Hebrews, that 
Christ took away the first and established 
the second. "Sacrifice and offering and 
burnt offerings, and offering for sin thou 

wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure 
therein, which are offered by the law. 
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, 
O God. He taketh away the first that he 
may establish the second." Heb. 10 : 8, 
9. God had no pleasure in things offered 
by the law. The burnt offering was con- 
nected with the seventh day Sabbath, 
hence God had no pleasure in that. Paul 
agrees with Isaiah and Hosea, and tells us 
Christ abolished the first and established 

the second. 

Hear him once more. He says the be- 
liever in Christ is not a servant, but an 
heir of God through Christ, and wants to 
know why the Galatian believer could turn 
to the law which he called beggarly ele- 
ments, viewing its commands contained 
in ordinances. "But now, after that ye 
have known God, or rather are known of 
God, how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire 
again to be in bondage ? Ye observe 
days, and months, and times, and years. 
I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed 
upon you labor in vain." Gal. 4 : 9-11. 
No wonder Paul was afraid of such con- 
verts. He who steps from Christ to Mo- 
ses fails to appreciate the grace and truth 
of God. 

In closing these references there is one 
to which I call your attention, viz. Paul 
knew the law and gave it up for Christ. 
He says: "Circumcised the eighth day, 
of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as 
touching the law a Pharisee; concerning 
zeal, persecuting the church; touching 
the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless." His position, attainments, 
and prospects he gave up. "But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ." He counted what the 
law might give him but dung, that he 
might win Christ : "And be found in him, 
not having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness of 
God by faith."    Phil. 3 : 59. 

Paul made a distinction between Moses 
and Christ, rejected one and accepted the 
other, hence was free from adultery. 
Those who take both Moses and Christ 
are guilty of adultery. "So then if while 
her husband liveth, she be married to an- 
other man, she shall be called an adulter- 
ess, but if her husband be dead, she is 
free from that law so that she is no adul- 
teress, though she be married to another. 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye are also be- 
come dead to the law by the body of 
Christ, that ye should be married -to an- 
other, even to him who is raised from the 
dead, that we should bring forth fruit un- 
to God."    Rom. 7 : 1-6. 


